Kt Kricklars

AIDS AND THE EMERGING GAY MOYEMENT IN EASTERN EUROPE

Before going into detaile of the emergence of a gay and lembian
movement In the countriese of Eastern Europe I ghould like to give a
faw plecex of baeic inforwmation for those aof you who are not
involved In the international lesbian and gay movement:

I =peak hare above all in wmy capacity of an &c¢tivist fin the
Austrian gay movement, 8+9-. the Homosexualle Initiztive (HOSI) Wien
which set up six ysars ago a - what we call - Eastern Europe
information Pool. This pool {% pne of meveral info poole within the
trame of the International Leebian and Gay Aseocilation ILGA. The
mwain tazks of our poal ie to collect and reCcord informatiaon about
the situation of gays and lesbiang in "Eastern Eurcpe™ and to make
contacte with and to lend support to +the gay and lesbian
comnunhities in these countries. We see our main role as a mediator,
a connecting link between the movement in the so-c¢alled "West™ &and
in the so-called "Ezet", Information exchange has thus become the
najor activity of our info pool.

Another prellminary remark I =should 1ike to make concerng the
problen of "nomrenciature™: the nine countries the EEIP is dealing
with, Albania, Bulgaris, Czechoelovakia, the German Democratic
Republic, Hungary, Palaand, Rumantia, the Soviet Bnion, and
Yugoslavia, do not belong to any one political er geagraphic grownp.
For the gsaka of brevity, 1 will, however, use the terme “"Fastern
Evruvpean” or "eoclialist™ couatries, though I know that they are not
completely correct.

Since these countries do have different bistories, different
cultural snd religious backgrounds, different socla-gconomic
developments, different traditione, etc. and since they do have
different lsgislation concerning homosexuality, these countriee do
not repreeent 3 uniform or homogengus picture. Therefore we cannot
generalize, and I am afraid that we will have to look at each of
thaese nine countriee individually - or at least at groups of
countries with similar conditions - ia order not to maka my lecture
lasting the whole confacrsnce.

Before going into these details, let mpe aleo dravw 8 roggh survey of
the legal sgituation hoth concerning lasbiang and gAYySs and
concerning ARIDS:

Concerning the laws against homogexual actg we can distinguish
three groupst

* those countriee which do not diecriminate againet homoeexuals in
their penal codee. Thie group is the emallast: only
Poland and the Republic of Sloveniz belong te it. Thaeay have &
uniform legal age of conaent fizxad at i4, 1% and 16 yeare
respectively for both heterogexual angd homoegxual acts:

* the largest growp comprise thosa countriss whose 1aw book=
provide for a higher age of coneent for homoeexual acts: to these



couniriee do bhelong; Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, the GDR, Hunhgary,
the Yougoglay regpublics and provincee of Croatia, HMontenegro, and
Yoivodina. In the latter oneg, the higher age of consent applies
only to male homoeexuality;

* the third group includes thosze countries where homogexuality is
totally illegal, e. g. in Rumania (alsc female homoeexuality), HAwvw
the 8oviet Union and fin the Yugoslav republics Boenia~ &
Herzegovina, Macedonia, and £srbia.

What concerns AIDS the legal memsuree taken by ail nine Eastern
European countrises are much more uniform:

I do not want to mention all the legal measuree taken in order to
control the blood supply or to establish certain specialized labs
or other unite in the fight againgt AIDS. T cnly want <o mention
thoee legal measures which dirsctly affect the life of people or
qgroupe at rigk or of HIV infected persone or people with AIDS.

AIDS 13 de facto a notifiable disease in all these countries though
not 811 of them have introduced laws providing for it. Moreover,
alsc HIV geropogitivity ie notified in practice and in reality.

The figures of infected persons and people with AIDS in these nine
countriee are still very vecy low. The main problsm actually are
students from African couvntriee. Thesa studente have to undergo
today a compulsary HIV antibody testing, and in casze they test
poeitive they are sent back home. Bulgaria has additionally
introduced compuleory testing for coupias who want to DACCY «

On August 25, 1987 the Pregidlum of the Suprema Saviet enacted a
decree which provides for forced testing of persont suspected of
being HIV infected, and ] quote:;

A poraon who delibarately andangera arcthar pereon of boing
infecied with AIDS will be punished with ingrisonment of up La Five
vaara.

A))l countries we are looking at here have done zome kind of efforts
in order to {nform their populations about ARIDS and how to prevent
it. In most countriee television and radio programs dealt with the
problem, information leafletdswere distributed both to the general
public and to professions which are directly concerned: physicians,
nureing staff, dentists etc.

An outstanding rn)e in this efforte Poland has done. It hasm
publlshed a wide range of information material, leaflete,
brochures, sticksers, poetersg, autc. Na othep country in Egstern
Euzrope and few in Wastern Europe have produced 8&& much diversified
info material as Poland has done. While Czechoslovakia has produced
an information leaflet relatively early, the population of Hungary,
tha GDR and Soviet Hniocn had to wasit until 1988 to receive their
first info brochure. Booke an AIDS are available in Poland, Czecho-
slovakia, Hungary, and Yugoeslavia,

In several of thecge countriee, reports sbout the new disease were
the firet occaeions Lo bring vp the i1ss5ue of homosmxuality in the
media. For the first time in Eome countriee, the public heard or
read in the official medta that such pecvsons 1ike homosexusle do
exist! And for tha very first ¢time Czechoelovak, Hungarian and
Polish magazinee published illuetrated stories about gay life and
the gay movement in the Rest.

The first media coverage of AIDS dates back to tha Fear 1583, I
ghould 1like to stress that the media cuverage has never been



homophobic. A main point to ¢eritisizes, however, 1s the teandency of
certain countries' media tn deny the axistenca of the go~-called
rigk groupgs in theilr own country.

Az examples for broad and extengive media coverage of AIDSE I ecan
list Poland, Hungary, and Czechoelovakia = and of course Yugogslavia
whera the mnmedia i not that muech under party-contral in
non-poljtical iegues. Compared to the huge amount of Newspapar
articles published in Poland, the GDR newspapers have written only
very little about the diseaze. This has changed only recently - a
circumstance that shows how unfiexible the GDR media are in general
Since everything that is written must be coneidered as the official
opinion and the offlcial directive. This ig totally different in
Poland where there gtill is gomething 1like an indepandent
journalism. In the Soviet Union, a change of attitude could ba
obgerved rec¢ently. In 1986 deputy minietar of Public Health, Piotr
Burgagov, had stated in interviews in Liternaturnoya £azela and
Trud, that SPID, the sindrem priobretyonnouvo tnmunodefitsita, is a
gocial problem which ¢an be closely linked to the =exual fregdom
tolerated in tha West, which iz, bhowever, unnatural for Saviet
gociety, and that a maseive spreading of AIDS in the Soviet [nion
ig not poeEsibls because homosexuality is gmeverely punighed under
the Soviet Penal Code. Parestrotka hes also influenced this kind of
madia reports. In 1968 Soviet televieion broadcasted a documantary
entitled "Rizk groups” which for the firet time dealt with
prostitution, homo=sexuality ang drug abuse in the Soviet Union =
for the first time it was officially admitted that these thingsg
alg0 exiet in the USSR. (I brought a video cassette with a report
on RIDS In the Soviet Union whieh includes Eeveral sequences fram
this documentary. If it is pPozeible to Bhow it we could watch it if
there ts time for it. Onfortunately, the report is in German eince
it iz a3 program by Austrian television.)

AIDS and the gay mavement

[f we now conelder the effecte of the appearence of HIV/AIDS on the
gay and leshian community and their reactionz, we can - far +the
sake of ziwmplifying the many-layered conditions and factors in the
individual countries - again distinguieh three groups of couptries
according to their way of dealing with this new problem:

* countries whare a gay and leshian movemeht had already existed
before AIDNS and where thie movement might have avan been able to
use 1tr privilegad access to the main group at rigk @and 1its
Spacific knowledge about the life-styles of gays to reinforce ite
position. In this category, 1 have to liet the GDR;

* countries where HIV/AIDS waus the dacigive impulge for gays and
ieebians to get convinced of the neceasity to organize: the iesus
of gay and lesbian cights may have seemad wtapian to them and,
therefore, nnt realigtic engugh to start tLo etruggle for them but
S$ince this dieeage ie threatening their lives they vrganized, and
the authoritias finally understood that they must allow thege
groups in order to cooperate with them in combatting AIDS. tn
this category I have to mention Hungary and Paland;

¥ countries where the appearence of HIV/AIDS did not induce any
attampte to create groups or to organjze official associstions.
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In thiz catgggry f have tuo mentivnid Albania, Bulgaria,
Czachoelovakia, Rumaniu, the Sovist Union, and Yugoslavia.

The way 4 country and their gay citizeng react to KIY/AIDS dapends
totally on the general political eitwation in tha respective
country. It i no surprige to hear that no gay group emerged in a
country 1like Rumania which the autacratic regime of Nicolae
Ceaaugeecu hae transformed intc the Sahel of Europe, or in a countrpy
like Czedhoslovakia which hae the most stalinist left-overs In the
whole of Eastarn Eurcpe, or in Albania where no oppoeitional
actjvities whateogver are pecmitted.

It ie not astonishing either that perestroika also made
homogsexuality an issue which §s publicly diecuesed. And 1t 1isg
cectainly ne big =surpriss to hear thsat +he higheet 1evel of
Oorganization 1s reached in Hungary, the GDR and Poland - Hungary
having always been tha moet liberal country of the Eaat-blaoc¢c, +the
GDR being the country =till feeding on the traditions of CGermsn
pre~Har eexolaogy, and Poland traditionally being the country with
the mogt vivid opposition.

What amazes me iz the fact that the only gay droup 1in Yugoslavia
has stagnated the last two yearsz and that no nev onas were founded.
Magnus Gay Club in L iubljana, the capital of Slovenia, hae bean
existing einca 19Bd and organizing an annual gay/lesbian culture
weak smince. The issue of AIDS hax algo initiated much diecussion
about howosexuale and homosexuality. Thig muet be eonsidered a
positive devealopment becgause until that time this subject waz also
tahoo in Yugoslgvia. On the other hand, AIDS pbhobia ie hindering
the further development of the young movement. In 1987 the health
authoritiee announced to prohibit the gay/lesblan culture week in
Ljubl jana which wae dus to etart on May 25th, Tito's birthday and
therefore an important day of nation-wids Tito memorial
celabratione. Belgrade congidaered this coincidence ae another
provocation of Slovenian alternative movements which alwaye have
bean strongly opposed to this Tito <ceremonies and had partly
boycaotted them. Since Magnue Gay Club was in arrears in preparing
the culture week and ale¢ wanted tog avoid any troublez they
cancelled the week and wmade an BJIDS information week inetead.
Remarkably encugh, the Ljubljana baead lLezbifka skupinse has beconme
more active than ever and recentiy publighed +the first isegue of
Lestozine,by Lhe way the first Leebian magazinag of {(South) Eastern
Europe.

In the third abuve-mentioned category I 1listed countties where
HIV/AIDE did not provoke the cmergence of a gay movement.We can,
however, constate that HIV/AIDS did not cauee a detecvioration of
the =zitvation of gayz and lesbiane in these countries. On the
contrary, in eame of them we ¢an even see g3 certain tmprovemant,
too, which, however, 1is npot tranapored 1nto the founding of
afficial organizations.

In Czechaslovakia, far instance, individual! activiste c¢ontinue
thelr struggle for baing allowsd to found an association, They
cooperate with AlDS experte and faxologiste from the polyclinic 1in
Pragua which houses the official HIV/AIDS counsgalling centrg. Theee
experts ragret very muc¢ch the lack of an organized group and the way
the officials are dealing with the problem. Like in so many other
countries the epildemivlogists dominate ths AIDS debatee. They want



to fight AIDS with the same weapons they uwsed against all the
traditional epidemice ignoring the peculiaritiez of HIV/RIDS.
Czechoslovak epidemiplogists do actuglly have a plausihble example
to refer +to: after World War II they =succeeded in totally
extirpating eyphilie, and naow they believe +they could redo thie
with AIDS with the zame pethods: All infected persons who are
detected have to sign that they will only have safe eex. They have
to give the name of their permanent lover and their sex partners.
In cese they split np with their lover and find & new cne thay have
to inform the health authorities about it. To counter this messuras
and to provide more counszelling and care for HIVY positive persons,
the Prague AIDS counselling centre offers positive groups led by a
phyeician and sexclogist.

In the Soviet Union a group of lesbian and gay activists had
already exieted befora HIV/AIDS but the appearence of HIV/AIDS had
no pesitive effect an the c¢reation of more groups. Homosexuality,
however, has beean discussed i1n the media for the firet time since
the 1830=. And like in Hungary and Poland, this 1{s without AIDS
being the reason for reporting on homosexuality. The first article
appeared in March 1987 in the Moscow youth mayazine MHoskausky
Koinsomolec. Actvally the article was very bad though ths suthor
obviougly tried to waken <¢ompassion and understanding for
homosexvals among his readere, but he did 1t by patholagizing
homosexusals. In Ahugugt 1967 the Soviet lsgal expert Sofia Kelina
demanded in the Noscow News the abrogation of Article 121 of the
Ruesian Penal Code which prohibits homoeexual s8cts even between
consenting adulte,

Let me now present in detall three examples of very succeesful gay
and lesbian movements which have emerged and developed in the =hsdu
of HIV/AIDS during the past few years: ths movement 1Iin the GDR,
Poland and Hungary.

German Demacratic Republic

Attemnpts tn ovganize a lesbhian and gay group datc back to the eayly
153708 but those attempts were not very successful. They ware either
abandonned by the activietge or brought te¢ an end by the
authoritiee. Nevertheless it ie of great importance to today's
movement that iesbiane and gays have been trying to organlize for
fifteen yeare now., While these attemptz failed in the 708, «gay
activiate succeeded to form gay wOrking groups (Arboiliskreise
Homosexual i tdt) within protestant congregations in several clties.
The first of these groups was founded in Lefpzig in 15982 by Edusrd
Stapel. A 1ot of undeeirable, though nat oppoeitional activities
were carvied oul under the ranf of the protestant Chureh a8t +hat
time (for inetance the pgace movement}., By 1985 alresady nine gay
working groups were active and that c¢aused intense sand often
controvereial debates within the Church. In 1985 these diecuesisng
about the attitude of +the Church towards homosexnality and
homogzezual men and women receivad major coverage 1in  the Church
preszs. It wae only & gquestion of time until the State became
alarmed ang¢ worried about the developmants, The State wmunt be
afraid of loeing rcontral owver non-governmental activities, and
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moreoveyr, there ie esomaé kind of competition between the State and
the Church. But thls is not the only reason why the government took
8uddenly an interest in the “gay question”.

Another reason is probhably the thres or four very competant liberal
and progreegsive mexologists and experts in the GDR who have besan
advocating more tolerance towards gays and lesbisne for quite sone
time. The most famoue experte are Sisgfried Schnabl, Hurt Bach and
Erwin Giinther. In newspaper articles and interviaws they called for
more toleérance and acceptance of gaye and lesbiane and expreseed
their opinion that diecrimination of homosexuals would ba against
the marxist-leniniet concept of human persacnality.

In June 1985, a conference of expertiy in the @®ocial and wmedical
eciences - a real mile=tone - was held in Leipzig. Beeidee the
c¢rémwe de la ¢réme of the GDR in thege fields®, an open lesbian,
Orsula Silige, an gctiviet in a non-religicue informal group in
Perlin, and an open gay men, Edwvard Stapel, were able to hold
lectures on the psychosocial situation of leebians and gaye in the
GDR. They also tocok part in the round table discussions, The textiy
cf the lectures and the minutes of tha discueglons were published
in Jena in 1986 (Psychosoiale Aspekte der Homosexualiidly.
Stapel’'s contribution, howsver, was censored. On April 23, 1988
this conference had a2 follow-up meeting in Karl-Marx-Stadt. At that
meeting, again experts in various fields and gay and legblian
activiets diszcussed the “peychosocial aspects of homosexuality*,
Participante from the Faderal Republic of Germany ware very
enthusiastic abowt thiz =cientific conference.

Although the Church opened up for the gay groupe and for diecussing
the izsue of homogexuality, the Church showsd clearly where {t has
its strict limits: in November 1984, the Chureh refused to ordain
Eduard Stapel. Latar, he wae amployed by the Church part-time as a
parish helper in Magdeburg and part-time ag responeible persan  for
the work with homposexuals in the Church province of Saxony.

Today there are sixteen gay ¥Yorking groups within {Lhe Church. Thseir
leader= and activists meet on a resgular basiz on & national level .,
There are four non-religivus groupe in the GDR tecday. Thay were
initiated by activists who did not want tuo be 1in the religfous
groupe and pacvtly have already been active in the 1970s. When they
realized that the Stata would not mind a group to be formed thay
tried again. Additionally t6 the reason of prestige and competition
with the Church, AIDS became anaother motive for the State to
tolerate these new initiatives. The groupe sre allowed to meet in
public meeting halia and to produce program hand-hills, Their
leaders are allowed tu receive magazines uf the gay and lesbian
movement in the Weet, thaey are also allowed +to travel to
conferences abrosd. The groups received written declarations by the
avdthoritiee that they avrc permitted to carry out thelir activities
but the State gtill refuges 1o officlally recognizs these groups as
tegal association=. The groups, espucially the coldeet and biggest,
Sonntagsclub in Berlin, keep good contacts with the auvthoritiee.
They pursue a careful but guccegsful policy. A reform of the
discriminatory lagal age of tconsent |g expected to take place in
the early 1590e.

Sonntagscluh i35 divided up in eeveral working and interest qgroups,

ong 0f Lhem is an AIDS conversation circle which holds contact with
thea official AIDS advisor group of tha Ministry of Public Health,
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headed by Niele S&nnic¢hsen. The GDR has opened AIDS counsell ing
centree in every district of the country and three in Berlin. Tha
16 church groups have establighed an AIDS Coordinating group which
aleo holds contact to the BAIDS group aof Sonntaggclub. The gay
groups do not see any problem in the fact that HIV teeting cannat
be done ancnymeusly and that all infected persons are registered,
There are official declarations that infeected PErsEcnE or peogple
with ARIDS mugtl not be discriminated &againet in any way. Singe this
non-discrimination policy can be guarantesad by the Stats in country
like the GDR (especially at the working place and in the field of
housing) and eince this policy apparently is guarantaed, gaye in
the GDR have great confidence in the authorities which, nmoreover,
have never given occaeion to distroet them in thisg raspect.

At the Humboldt University of Berlin, an interdieclpliinary group of
scientistz was founded to promote gay and lssbian etudiges. The
group nmeels avery month and has set up speclal working groups.
Their duty ig to fpnitiate, coordinate and pool regearch and etudies
on gay and lesbian iseues, both in culture and natural fci#nces.
Just now, algo several doctoral thesie and diploma dissertations
are prepared at this university.

The movement in the GDR hae reschsd the mogst achievements of all
movements in Eastern Europe although it hae not yet been officially
recognized as an association like the Hungarian group has bheen.
Homosexuals in many Western countriee would he happy if their
papers published ewuch liberal and pro-gay/leebian articles as the
GDR media do .

Pol and

Poland ls besidee Hungary the typical example for an Eaetern
European country where the gay movement emerged above all due to
the AIDS crieie. HOS] Wien has been in contact with gay men in
Poland gincs 1963. Since then HOEI Wien had also been publishing a
polisgh language info bulletin. We stopped producing aur newsletter
Etap this year since the Polish gay movement meanwhile has hecone
etrong enovgh t0o produce their own publications.

Among the gay men HOSI Wien had been 1in contact with several ONeR
Were very interegted in organizing at least an informal group. By
eending out our Efgp newgletter we could build up a network and
bring together people from the sanpe geographical regfiaon. Over the
yeare, <¢lrcles of friendg were forq&d, and 1in 1986 the first
Informal group named £tap wae founded Wroclaw. Soon other groups
followed the example of £tag, and by summer 1987 three morce
informal groupe axisted: Werszoawek: Ruch Homoseksualny in Warsaw,
Amike In £4dz, and File in Gdansk.

The main impulee for these encowvraging devalopment emanated from &
provocative article in the powerful and widely-raad weekly magazine
Poiityke aof Novembar 22, 1985, This page~long article, entitled
Jostesmy inni (We are different) was writtsn by the activist
Krzysztof Darski. Hie critical views culminated i{n the demand for a
gay organization. He sxplained that a high percentage of Poliah
homosexuale are married and have established a family only ae a
covar-up. Thie siltuation greatly increases the danger that BAIDS



will spread quickly among heterosexuvals. Here 1 would like to quote
a Tew guestians Da;ski ctaieed:

Do homcagxudls houe any righte in our counlry? Im mne ona intarasted
it holping tham wn solving impartant perconal problome? b (-3 Lhore
anyone willing W laka (he trouble te support Lhwa durability of a
relalionohip belveen (vo men? Iz Lhera anyone «l  all vho te trying

1o Iree young gays from  crime and duge and from the hands of pPimps
and common criminals? Nobody ie inlerested in these Lhirge. , .,

On the subject of AIDS and the tesponglbility of gays in taking the
Necezzary Bteps to prevenl its epread, f#specially in order not to
endanggr the heterocesexuzl majority, Darskil wrote +the following:

Ridiculed and puched to the «~dgye of socialy, discriminatad againgt
withoul exception by odl inatilutiong in our society, hunted dowmn
by homophobic people. boolen and LnaglLed, alone Aty forgotien by
Etale, Thureh and the Scroncoa, and suddenly homesexuala are
supposed Lo behave luke good, reppongible Polish cilizens?. . .

For \lw average homosexual, Lhe getmral vopulalion L a bunch of
cratine wvho 4 no understand lwe faslings and love, vho firsd )
salisfaction in  their own eex livesn and therafore forbid olhet Lhig
saliafastivon. Theae paocple, thia collection of malieioue, ™ rowv—
mitdod citvzonm, euddanly wantL Lo e abile Lo influanca the
behaviour of homosaxuals. Do these pecple have Lthe right lo Sppeat

o homoaexuala for help in fighting AIDE2

Dareki's article initiated & chain reactiuvn in the wase wmedia and
avoked an avalanche of reactions. The disgcussion in the Folish
media which follawed lasted almagt a3 whole year. No luss a perzon
than governmnent speakear Jerzy Urban answered Darsgki in ottea af Lhe
following i=suee of Folityka. lnder his peeudonym Jan Rem, UOrban
denied every a%usatiOn of discrimlnatian against homosexusals in
Poland. Social rejection certainly existe but is ¢aused by
rgligious mania. He writes the State cannot and doee not want to
provide homosexuale with better iiving conditions than the rest of
the population, That would only lead to increased homophobhia, A
"Minieter for Pederasty™ in Poland would be euperflnous.

Further articles ¥followed both for and against. Floods of
letters-to-the-wditor were pabliehed. Most importantly Bany
homosexuals themeelvas exptessed their apinions. In the beginning
of 1887 anothex newspaper causad a great eetization: the magazine of
thu Scout movement, Na przotaj, published a very important series
of articlee on youth eexyality 1n which the author, Mikolaj
Stczygiel, dealt aleo exteneively with the issue of homosoxuality,
The magazine received hundredz of lettars from young gays and
leebilans who deplored the situation they had to live in but whao
expressed their reluctance to reéprese and deny their sexuality.
Homosexuality has found much lees rasanance in Polieb rcadio and
twmleviginon,. Thie changed, however, in 1987 and 198B ¥hen activigts
and reapresentitivee nf the =merging gay groupe were interviewed
both on radio and teievision.

Also AIDS has becowe a frequent subject far +the media. Articlss
abouvut it have become more and more Numerous. AE already mentioned,
Poland hae undertaken axemplary efforte in producing AIDS
lnformation material., Such efforts, however, lac¢k in the fiald of
crenating oppovtunities Ffor anonymous counselling centres and alter-
native testing ettes. It ie thersfore one of the priorities of the
gay groups to work for the setting wup of Eguch centrea where



homoraxuzlz could undergo counselling and HIY antibody testing 1in
an atmoephere of truet and dignity. Thie 1ie impoagelibie taday.
Although, for instance, the official Warsaw AIDS counselling centre
aoffers anonymous testing, the clients are asked for their names.
They have to answar a four pages long guestionaire in B room whera
S@veral persone, phygicians and nureas, are pregsent and curiously
lieteninyg to the answers of thse clients who are agked quecstions
about their sexwal practices, their sex-1ife, their =ez partnsers.
Poland's police, the Militia, could not either gain the truet of
gay nmen by lts discriminatory activities, In November 19B5 the
police of eeveral cities carried out operation Niacint¢: Homoszexuals
whoee names the police obviously took from exieting "pink fileg"
were summoned up and interrggated. In some cases militia men
knocked at the doov at % o'clock in the morning, took the person
with them and kept them the whole day at the police =etation. They
were asked for the names of +their =sex partnars. Before being
released they were advised to undergo an HIV antibody +test. Fear
wae ag&ain spread among gays when in 1987 o©on the occcagion of a
conference of representatives of national AIDS committees of the
COMECON countries in Hoscow, the Boviet delegation requestad +that
all infected personz should be registered, and all AIDS patients
ghould be isgplated from the general public.

In the State AIDS Committee of Poland there are two wings. Whilae
the praogressive wing pleads for methods which also ara accepted by
the gay movement {above all teotal anonymity}, the coneervative wing
gpeaks up for forcsd measuree (compulzary teet for risk groups,
vp-dating of pink fileg by police-raids). The 1liberal wing has
realized Lhat they cannot get the informatiton to homosezuals and
that the exietence and cooperation with gay groupe would be a great
advantage. The leading membar of the Conmittee, prof. Andrzej
Stapingki, showed his understanding for fighting together with gays
againgt AIDS. Gay activists, therefore, are lobbying and working
for establizhing 2 good contact to the scientiste whao belong to
thie progregsive wing in the RIDS Cowmittee. They seek support also
from other important and prominent personalities.

When in March 19E8 the Rarsaw gay group applicd for recognition a=s
an officilial aggoclation at the campataent authorities of the city nf
Warsaw, they were supportlud by fourteen very important persons who
delivered a petition to the Ministry of Publi¢ Health and to tha
Ministry of the Interior demanding gay groupe te be officially
recnghized. This request waEs initiated by prof. Mikolaj
Kozakiewicz, member of Seym, tha Parliament, and head of thea
Aszaciation for Famwilly Promaotion which has until now houn the legal
frame for the meetinge of the War=aw gay group. A}l othetr Poltizh
groupe etill meet privately. The decieion of the Harzaw clty
authoritiss was expected to be made known al the end aof May,

Hungary

Hungary is the first and until now the only country of those nine
aonese I am talking about here where an officially recognized
aseociation of gay men and lesbiane has been founded. Amazingly
enough tha Hungarian movement started much later than the movement
in the GDR or in FPoland.



In HBeptembar 108&, Hungarian television broadcasted a documentary
on AIDS and how this problem is dealt with in other caountries, Tha
film team had logically investigated the situation 1in Hungary's
neighbhour country Austria. My organization, Cgtorreichiache
AIDS-H{lfe, was abhout to bhe founded. The Austrian AIDS Foundation
vas lnitiated by Nomcvsexuelle Initiative Wien and the Federal
Ministry of Health. Thie model was and gtill 1 very sguccessful.
Whan Dr. Brandstitter, vice-presigent of AIDE~-Hilfe and president
of HOSI Wien, wag interviewed by the Hungarian Televizion, he
straazed the importance of this cooperation between hsalth
avthorities and gay wovement in the fight against BAIDS. He also
stated that it would be of great importance that an independent gay
organization be founded aleo in Hungary.

Yeare later 1 was Lould by Hungarian gays that thsy smiled and ehook
their heads when ligteninyg to such utecpian and unrealistic
statamants of this naive koustrian. Nevertheless a few maonths later
informal circlee of gay friende etarted to mget and to discuss the
poseeibilities and waye of organizing. Like in Pnland, AMIDS gave the
decigive 1lppulss and was the maln teeye in the first discuesione of
the activiete. Homoeexnal men perceived AIDS ae a great threat to
their lives, not only a ae health crimes but alzc ax a metive for
more oppression.

Like in Poland, one of their main ¢oncern wae and =till s the
possibllity of anonymous HIV testing and AIDS couneelling. The
Hungarian health authoritias incited the dietrust of gay men when
in 1985 the 8TD clinic in Budspest =ent out letters to gays
requesting them to c¢ome for an HIV antibody test.

In 138PF this informal group appliad at the Hinistry of the Interior
for recognition as official gay and leghisn association. Thie
application, however, wag turbed down without eubstanptiation. The
authorities obviously did not vnderstand what the group was about
and how they should react.

In October 1987, the group tried again. Thie time they sappllied at
the Ministry for Public Health and Social Affair=. On January 13,
18988 - a historical date - a =pokespereon of the Miniztry =stated
via the media that the founding of a national organization of
homoerxnals would be permitted. This {nformalion caueed great
sensation among Hungarian and Llnternational medla. Activists and
leaders of the group appeared - like thair colleguee in Poland and
the GDR - in radio and TV programe and were Llntarviewed by many
NEWSPEPECrE.

The constituent general aesembly of the group took place 1in
Budapest on May B8 of this year. The group has already own office
premises and organizestwice & waek disco evenings, one taking place
v a boat on ths Danube. Meanwhile, ths group has opened a branch
in the Western Hungarian city of Gyér.

The group has given tteelf the name Homeros Lamdbdn -
Homoszexudlisok szabadlddy 65 egésaségoédl egyesiiliete (Homosexuval
Association ftor Leisure and Health Protection). Gay and Legbian
liberation will, however, not be neglicted in thie new assoaciation.

Hungary 1s aleo the first Bastern Eurcpean country where a private
AIDS Foundation, which 1e compatrable +to AIDS Foundations in
"Westurn® countriee, has besn founded. Thie happened on November
25, 1987.
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AIDS i{e aleo a8 main 1esue on tha regular meetings of (South)
Bastern European gay and lezbian activigtg., The firset meeting of
thie kind tock place in Budapest on November 6 -~ 8, 1967. About 35
pargons from Czechoelaovakia, the GDR, Poland, Yugosglavia, and
Hungary attended this historical meeting. The Esecond Eastern
BEuropsan meeting was organizegd by WRH in Warsaw on April 15 and 17,
1988. The pext meetiny is scheduled for spring 1584.

KURT KRICKLER

fleterreichische AIDS-Hilfe, Vienna, Austria

Appersdi x:

REFPORTED AIDS CASES:

Number Date of report
Albania 0 31.08.87
Bulgaria 3 06,.10.87
Czechoslovakia 8 31.12.87
German Democratic Republic 6 31.12.87
Hungary 11 29.02.88
Poland 3 30.06.87
Rumania 3 31.12.87
OSSR 4 31.12.87
Yugoselavia 26 31.12.87
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